
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We believe reading regularly at home is one of the most valuable ways your child can 

make progress across all subjects at school.  When reading becomes a pleasure, it can 

dramatically enrich a child’s experiences and set them up for a life that is fulfilled and 

happy*. 

We’ve put together another selection of recommended reads that we think your child –

with your guidance– might like to choose from if they are stuck for ideas.  Perhaps the 

list could inspire a trip to a bookshop, a library or even a Christmas present… 

Recommendations for Infants 

   

Stuck 
Father Christmas  

Needs a Wee! 
Captain Flinn and the 

Pirate Dinosaurs 

Oliver Jeffers Nicholas Allan Giles Andreae & Russell Ayton 

   

Oi! Caveboy! 
Iggy the Urk 1 

Fantastically Great 
Women Who Made 

History 

Stinkbomb & Ketchup-Face 

The Badness of Badgers 

Alan MacDonald  
& Mark Beech 

Kate Pankhurst 
John Dougherty & 
 David Tazzyman 

   

100 Classic Stories 
Werewolf Club Rules! 

And other poems 
All Afloat on Noah’s Boat 

Various authors Joseph Coelho Tony Mitton 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-IbJcC3uNAa8/VKYh9C33GCI/AAAAAAAAcW0/qRETWdd7WB8/s1600/stuck-by-oliver-jeffers-350px-466px.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.books4yourkids.com/2011/12/stuck-written-and-illustrated-by-oliver.html&docid=1f8rIw4WZIGVSM&tbnid=3Ei4ETxigHTZTM:&vet=10ahUKEwjL1LapnZjfAhV8UhUIHWYwCecQMwhbKA4wDg..i&w=350&h=466&safe=strict&bih=576&biw=1366&q=stuck oliver jeffers&ved=0ahUKEwjL1LapnZjfAhV8UhUIHWYwCecQMwhbKA4wDg&iact=mrc&uact=8


Staff recommendations… 

Miss Holder: by Oliver Jeffers 

It all began when Floyd got his kite stuck in a tree… The trouble really began when he threw 

a shoe up to knock the kite loose and that got stuck too, followed by a ladder, a bucket of 

paint, the kitchen sink, an orangutan and a whale who was in the wrong place at the wrong 

time. And that was just the start of things.  

Stuck is a silly kind of book that makes every child smile. Children just can’t believe the crazy 

things Floyd does to retrieve his kite. Just when you think Floyd has a sensible plan, it turns 

out to be as foolish as his last idea. Every time I read this book to a new class, the children 

roar with laughter! They just can’t believe Floyd and his silly antics. This is a great book to 

share and giggle at. 

 

Mrs Thompson: by Nicolas Allan 

This is a fabulous book for this time of year and I have loved reading this to my class and my 

boys for many years. At every house Father Christmas eats and drinks the tasty treats that 

have been left for him and therefore he needs a wee! This is a great counting book and also 

reinforces recognising numerals to ten.  The story also rhymes and it is a very funny book 

especially if you like toilet humour! 

 

Mrs Stokes: by Nicolas Allan 

Captain Flinn and the Pirate Dinosaurs is a favourite story of my grandchildren.  In the story 

a boy called Flinn goes into a cupboard at school and meets a real-life pirate captain. Then 

the adventure begins… 

 

Mrs Parsons: by Tony Mitton 

All Afloat on Noah’s Boat is undoubtedly my favourite children’s book of all time; it was the 

first book my son was given as a baby. Guy Parker-Rees’ illustrations are so vibrant and 

energetic combined with the amazing rhythmic words from Tony Mitton. Children will be 

enthralled by how the pictures come to life through such fantastic language; they’ll also be 

excited by what each page has to offer. This is truly a book of awe and wonder which is 

fostered throughout each page in a vibrancy that will leave children feeling excited about 

reading! 



 

Mr Munro recommends… 

by Alan MacDonald & Mark Beech 

Go back to the stone age with a Neolithic-fun-filled adventure following the adventures of 

Iggy the Urk as he searches for a rare plant to save his chief, but finds something far more 

dangerous… 

by Kate Pankhurst 

A fantastic non-fiction picture book looking at some of history’s most famous and influential 

women. It is beautifully illustrated and excellently researched. The author is the descendant 

of Emmeline Pankhurst, the original suffragette. 

by John Dougherty  

A hilarious book following the brother and sister team who try to solve crime with the help 

of a shopping trolley sidekick. Also there are badgers… bad badgers. 

by various authors 

This particular volume of stories has excellent retellings of classic and traditional tales. 

There are many favourite tales and some less well known. This is a brilliant book to use to 

learn all of the classic tales. 

 by Joseph Coelho

Joseph Coelho was excellent at the Bath Children’s Literature Festival and this is the 

collection of poems from him. They are funny, thoughtful and very well written. Excellent for 

reading out aloud. 

 

 

 

* “Research [e.g. from the National Literacy Trust] presents overwhelming evidence that literacy has a significant 

relationship with a person’s happiness and success. It gives a clear indication of the dangers of poor literacy and 
also the benefits of improving literacy for the individual, the community, the workforce and the nation. Reading for 
pleasure has been revealed as the most important indicator of the future success of a child (OECD, 2002), and 
improvements in literacy, at any point in life, can have a profound effect on an individual.” 

 


